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Who we are

Established in 2003, with partners including:
World Health Organisation
Oxford University
Novo Nordisk A/S

OxHA’s Board of Trustees:
Professor Sir John Bell 
Dr Derek Yach 
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Lars Rebien Sørensen
Professor David Matthews
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The six workstreams

OxHA is concentrating its efforts on six key areas in which 
there is scope for fruitful dialogue between our diverse 
stakeholders, and where we can foresee facilitating effective 
action.

The economic argument for prevention.
Prevention in the workplace.
Youth, children and future health.
Environmental design for prevention.
Industry’s role in prevention.
Law & health.

Global health and OxHA ▪ April 2009 ▪ slide 5



The Oxford Health Alliance www.oxha.org

Nature 450, 494-496; 2007
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Grand challenges

6 goals 20 grand challenges 39 steps

Nature 450, 494-496; 2007
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Global Alliance for Chronic Diseases

Grew out of the Grand Challenges process
Co-ordinating body working with NIH and similar agencies in 
Australia, China, India and UK
Harmonise efforts among other relevant initiatives
Develop an advocacy programme to encourage the 
adoption of these challenges and goals
Encourage development of a parallel process by the private 
sector
Monitor and report (annually) progress towards meeting the 
Grand Challenges
Due to launch in June 2009
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Community Interventions for Health (CIH) is the 
largest and most comprehensive multinational 
collaborative study for community interventions ever 
undertaken. 
CIH will address the urgent need to have a greater 
understanding of best practices in both developed and 
developing countries.
The long-term goal of the CIH study is to create 
sustainable interventions that prevent and control the 
leading chronic diseases by addressing the three main 
risk factors – tobacco use, poor diet and lack of physical 
activity.
Innovative website to showcase CIH: www.cih.net

Community Interventions for Health
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Three risk factors cause four chronic diseases 
that cause over half of deaths worldwide.
The risk factors are:

Tobacco use

Lack of physical activity

Unhealthy diet

Three risk factors
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The Oxford Health Alliance (OxHA) is confronting 
the global epidemic of chronic disease.

Oxford Health Alliance

OxHA enables experts and 
activists from different 
backgrounds to collaborate in 
order to raise awareness and 
change behaviours, policies and 
perspectives about the epidemic 
of chronic disease at every level 
of society.
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